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Academic Writing Sample Task – 2A 
 
 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

 

 
 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your 
own knowledge or experience. 

 
Write at least 250 words. 

 
Children who are brought up in families that do not have large amounts of money are 

better prepared to deal with the problems of adult life than children brought up by 

wealthy parents. 

 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 
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Academic Writing Sample Task – 2B 
 
 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

 

 
 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your 
own knowledge or experience. 

 
Write at least 250 words. 

 
International tourism has brought enormous benefit to many places. At the same time, 

there is concern about its impact on local inhabitants and the environment. 

 

Do the disadvantages of international tourism outweigh the advantages? 
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Examiner comment  

Band 6.5 

The arguments in this response are generally well developed, ideas are appropriate and there is a clear 
position. (It is a shame that the first paragraph, and beginning of the second are mainly copied from the 
rubric.) Better use of paragraphing would have allowed a clearer focus to some of the supporting points 
and prevented the lapse into generalisation towards the end. Nevertheless, there is a generally clear 
progression with a good arrangement of opposing arguments. Referencing is usually accurate and 
effective, but better use of linkers would have improved the cohesion. Vocabulary is varied and used 
with some flexibility. The choice is not always precise but the test taker can evidently incorporate less 
common/idiomatic phrases into the argument and there is a good range that is generally accurate. The 
repetition of language from the rubric, while integrated, reveals a lack of ability to paraphrase. Regular 
errors detract from the use of a range of structures, although they do not detract from overall clarity. This 
is a generally good response to the task, but the weaknesses in organisation and grammatical control 
limit the rating to Band 6.5. 
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Examiner comment  

Band 8.5 
The topic is very well addressed and explored in depth. The position is clear throughout and directly 
answers the question. The ideas presented are relevant and very well supported, apart from some 
over-generalisation in the penultimate paragraph. However, there is no mention of how well children 
from ‘wealthy parents’ deal with problems. Although this is not a requirement, it could be added to 
further improve the response. The ideas and information are very well organised and paragraphing is 
used appropriately throughout. The answer can be read with ease due to the sophisticated handling 
of cohesive devices, with only minimal lapses (for example, the use of ‘e.g.’). The writer uses a wide 
and very natural range of vocabulary with full flexibility. There are many examples of appropriate 
modification, collocation and precise vocabulary choice. Syntax is equally varied and sophisticated. 
There are only occasional errors in an otherwise very accurate answer. Overall this is a very strong 
performance and a good example of Band 8.5. 
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Examiner comment  

Band 5.5 
The first five lines of this response are directly copied rubric; no credit is given for copied rubric.  
The topic is addressed and a relevant position is expressed, although there are patches (as in the 
fourth paragraph) where the development is unclear. Other ideas are more evidently relevant, but are 
sometimes insufficiently developed. In spite of this, ideas are clearly organised and there is an overall 
progression within the response. There is some effective use of a range of cohesive devices, 
including referencing, but there is also some mechanical use of linkers in places. Paragraphs are 
sometimes rather too short and inappropriate. A range of vocabulary is attempted and this is 
adequate for a good response to the task. However, control is weak and there are frequent spelling 
errors that can cause some difficulties for the reader, thus keeping the rating down for the lexical 
criterion. The test taker uses a mix of simple and complex structures with frequent subordinate 
clauses. Control of complex structures is variable, and although errors are noticeable they only rarely 
impede communication. Although there are some features of a higher band in this response, flaws in 
the paragraphing and the errors in vocabulary limit this rating to Band 5.5. 

 



 

 

Page 25 of 26     IELTS.org 

Academic Writing Sample Task – 2B – Sample  
Script B 
 
 



 

 

Page 26 of 26     IELTS.org 

 
 
 

Examiner comment  

Band 7.5 
The test taker addresses both aspects of the task and presents a clear position throughout the 
response. Ideas are relevant, well extended and supported, although there are occasional lapses in 
content (as in the opening of paragraph 2 and the tendency to ‘present solutions to the 
disadvantages’ in paragraph 3). However, ideas are logically organised and there is a clear 
progression. A range of cohesive devices is used effectively, but some under-use of connectives and 
substitution and some lapses in the use of referencing are noticeable. A wide range of vocabulary is 
used flexibly. The test taker can convey precise meanings, and although awkward expressions or 
inappropriacies in word choice occur, these are only occasional and do not limit the rating for this 
criterion. Likewise, a good range of sentence structures is used with a high level of accuracy 
resulting in frequent error-free sentences. Minor systematic errors persist, however, and punctuation 
is unhelpful at times. The strength of the appropriate response to the task, and the lexical resource in 
particular, mean overall this response is a good example of Band 7.5. 
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