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FCE SPEAKING PART 1   —   Interview   –  Sample Questions –  

 
FAMILY LIFE AND FRIENDS 

1. Which family member do you spend the most time with? 
2. Could you tell me about your family home? 
3. Who is your best friend and why? 

 
HOMETOWN 

4. Do you like your neighbourhood? 
5. Is it easy to meet new people where you live? (Why? / Why not?) 
6. Where do you like to hang out with your friends? 
7. What's the best place to spend a free afternoon in your town? 
8. How expensive is it to go out in the evening where you live? 
9. Tell us about a festival or celebration in [your home country]. 

 
DAILY LIFE 

10. Tell us about a day you’ve really enjoyed recently. 
11. Are you planning to do anything special this weekend? 
12. How much time do you spend at home? 
13. What did you do on your last birthday? 
14. Do you like cooking? 
15. What’s your favourite day of the week? 
16. What’s your favourite part of the day? 
17. Which time of year is your favourite? 

 
EDUCATION AND WORK 

18. What are your favourite and least favourite subjects? 
19. How long have you been studying English? 
20. What is the most important thing that you’ve learned at school? 
21. Do you use the internet to learn new things? 
22. Do you prefer working on your own or with other people? 
23. Where do you go when you have to study? (Why do you like to study there?) 
24. Is there something new you’d really like to learn about? (Why?) 
25. Do you plan to study in the future? (What do you want to study?) 
26. What kind of work would you like to do in the future? (Why?) 
27. Is there a job you would never want to do? (Why?) 
28. What do you think would be the most difficult job to do? (Why?) 
29. Are you happier doing mental or physical work? 

 
FREE TIME AND HOBBIES 

30. Who do you spend your free time with? 
31. How much time do you spend at home? 
32. Have you got any plans for this weekend? (What are you going to do?) 
33. Do you prefer to be outside or inside when you have free time? 
34. What do you enjoy doing the most when you're at home? 
35. Is your routine at weekends different from your daily routine? 
36. Does anyone you know have an interesting hobby? 

 
TRAVELLING 

37. What’s your favourite way of travelling? (Why do you like it?) 
38. What’s the longest journey you’ve ever been on? (Tell us about it). 
39. Do you prefer to travel abroad on holiday or to stay closer to home? (Why?) 
40. What’s the most interesting place you’ve ever visited? (Tell us about it). 
41. Do you like to plan your holidays before you go, or do you not plan in advance? (Why?) 
42. If you could go anywhere on holiday, where would you go? (Why?) 

 
ENTERTAINMENT 

43. Do you like the same TV programmes as your parents? 
44. Tell us about a film or a TV series you’ve seen recently. 
45. Would you rather go to the cinema or the theatre? Why? 
46. Have you ever been to a concert? (What did you see?) 
47. Do you enjoy going to parties? 
48. Do you use the internet much? 



 

SPEAKING   —   Part 1 - Interview 

 
1. Match the expressions to the definitions  

(A) I definitely take after my mom.  

(B) My brother and I are like two peas in a pod. 

(C) My sister and I get on like a house on fire.  

(D) My cousin and I are like chalk and cheese.  

(E) I want to follow in my parents’ footsteps and 
become a doctor.  

(F) I’m always falling out with my sister; she’s so 
annoying.  

(G) My brother is the spitting image of my dad.  

(H) I’m named after my great/grandfather. 

1. Very well; excellently.  
2. Fundamentally different or incompatible.  
3. To look or behave like an older relative.  
4. Do as another person did before, especially in making a 
journey or following a particular career.  
5. So similar as to be indistinguishable or nearly so.  
6. To argue with someone.  
7. The exact double of (another person or thing).  
8. To give someone or something the same name as someone 
or something else. 

 

2. Complete the statements with the following words.  

STANDS   —   LAUGH   —   TURN   —    THIN   —    CRASH   —   MOTHER   —   LIFELONG   —   APART  

 
1. My best friend and I have been through thick and _____________. He’s really had my back all this time.  
2. My best friend is such a good _____________. She always cracks me up.  
3. My best friend and I are like brothers/sisters from another _____________. 
4. I can always _____________ to my friend for advice or help.  
5. My best friend always _____________ up for me in an argument or fight  
6. My best friend and I are _____________ friends. We’ve known each other since kindergarten.   
7. We were best friends at primary school, but now we have drifted _____________. We still get along, but our friendship hasn’t been 
the same.  
8. I often _____________ at my friend’s house on the weekend.  

3. Read the statements and tick the ones that are true for you  

(1)  I am a teacher’s pet at school.  

(2)  I’m top of my class at school.  

 (3) I’ve been studying English for ages.  

 (4) I’ve been studying English for as long as I can remember.  

 (5) English is a key part of my everyday life. 

 (6) If you want to get ahead in life, it’s important to know how to speak an additional language.  

4. Complete the following sentences with information that’s true for you.  

1) I’m keen on / I’m fond of (+ verb + -ing)  _____________________________________________  
 

2) I’m a keen / an avid (+ noun) _____________________________________________ 
 

3) I’m itching to try (+ an activity) ____________________________________________ 

5. Discuss the meaning of the following expressions with a friend. If you’re unfamiliar with any, look them up in 
a dictionary. 
 

I’m a bit of a bookworm – I’m a bit of a film buff – My  friends say I’m a computer geek – I like to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of my school 

6. To answer which questions would you use the expressions in (5)? 

 



 

TOP TIPS FOR SPEAKING PART 1 

1. STRUCTURE A FULL ANSWER. 
a. Answer the question clearly. 

 – Use full sentences. Avoid just saying “yes” or “no.” 
b. Paraphrase the question. Avoid using the same words from the question to give your answer. 
c. Add details or give a reason. 

– Explain why, give an opinion, or describe a personal experience. 
d. Give an example or add a contrast. 

– Use phrases like “For example…/ For instance, …”, “But sometimes…”, or “It 
depends…” to show flexibility. 

e. Finish with a short comment or conclusion. 
– This can be a personal reflection or a summarizing sentence (e.g.: “So I’d say I’m quite 
a social person” or “That’s undoubtedly the reason why he’s the person I get along with 
best in my family.”) 

                 

PHRASES TO BUY YOURSELF SOME TIME PHRASES TO GIVE YOUR OPINION 

[ Bear in mind that not all the phrases apply to every 
single question you may be asked!] 
 

● Well… 
● Let me see…  
● That's an interesting question. 
● Actually, I’ve never really thought about that 

before. Now that you mention it… 
● I guess I’d have to say… 
● Well, generally speaking… 
● I suppose it depends on each individual, but in 

my case I would have to say that…  

● Personally speaking, … 
● For me, personally, … 
● In my view, … 
● To be honest, the way I see it, … 

● If you ask me,… 

● As far as I’m concerned,… 

● It seems to me that… 

● In my view,… 

● I strongly believe that… 

● In my opinion…  

● I’m of the opinion that…  

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO SAYING ‘YES’ ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO SAYING ‘NO’ 

● Absolutely! 
● Definitely! 
● Of course! 
● Without a doubt! 
● Totally! 
● For sure! 

 
SOMEWHAT HESITANT OR DOUBTFUL 

● I suppose so. 
● I would say so.  
● I guess so. 

● Not really. 
● I’m afraid not. 
● I don’t think so. 
● Unfortunately, no. 
● I’m not so sure about that. 
● It depends, but probably not. 
● I wouldn’t say so. 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 
  

REVIEW 
USEFUL PHRASES AND  VOCABULARY 

DISCUSSING WHAT YOU LIKED DISCUSSING WHAT YOU DID NOT LIKE 

- What I enjoyed the most was …  
- The thing / aspect I liked the most was …  
- I was pleasantly surprised by …  
- If you get / have a chance to … don’t miss it!  
- … (whatever you are reviewing) appeals to … 
(audience/people who may have an interest in it). 

- What I disliked the most … 
- I was disappointed by / with …  
- Unfortunately, … (the object of your review) did not 
live up to my expectations.  
 
Expressing contrast: 
- On the plus side, … / On the down side, …  
- On the one hand, … / On the other hand, …  

HOTELS / RESTAURANTS / CAFE BOOKS / FILMS 

- Location - Service - Mood  
- Located/situated in … 
- Owned by / Run by / Head chef / Staff 
- Hotel facilities 
- Reasonable prices / Not worth the money / 
Overpriced / Good/Poor value for money 
- Always fully booked / Book in advance. 
- A taste of heaven in every bite. 
- A hidden gem for coffee lovers! 
- Delicious bites in a cosy atmosphere. 
 
- I highly recommend [Cafe Name] for a delightful 
coffee experience. 
- If you're looking for a cosy cafe with great brews, 
[Cafe Name] is the place to go. 
- You won't be disappointed – [Cafe Name] is a 
must-visit for coffee enthusiasts. 
- When in [City/Town], make sure to stop by [Cafe 
Name] for a fantastic cafe experience. 

- Main character / Plot / Written by / Bestseller / 
Ending.  
- Set in / Based on a true story. 
- There are memorable characters, including …  
- Starred by legendary actor xx, … 
- The story begins with …/unfolds / reaches a 
dramatic climax when … 
- It is a classic of its kind/ It is sure to be a hit/ best 
-seller 
 
- Director / Cast. The film is directed by… / The film is 
under the masterful direction of… / Acclaimed 
director X takes the reins of this film. 
- Far-fetched. 
- Plays the part of … / stars as …  
- The film is about …  
- The plot revolves around …involves …/focuses on 
…/has an unexpected twist. 
- The main theme of the film is …  
- The main character is played by…  

RECOMMENDING MISCELLANEOUS 

- Overall, I’d recommend …  
- All in all, the film was …  
- I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend …  
- I wouldn’t encourage anyone to …  
- Although I enjoyed it, I would not recommend it for… 
- It’s one of the best (shows) I’ve ever seen. 
- Although I am not normally keen on 
(musicals/concerts/the theatre),I am glad that I 
decided to go. 
- I would highly / strongly recommend …  
- I strongly advise you (not) to … 
- … is not to be missed! 
- Everyone should see / do / read this … immediately! 

* Expressions to introduce contrast: 
 

- On the plus side, … / On the down side, … 
- On the one hand, … / On the other side, … 
- Despite the fact that (-), (+). 
- A positive point is that… / Another good 

feature is that… / However, one drawback is 
that…  

- Whereas one advantage of X is …, a clear 
disadvantage is that …  



 

REVIEW 

 

1. Warm-up Discussion 
 

a. In pairs or groups of three, discuss the following:  

i. What do you usually look for in a good restaurant or coffee shop? 

ii. Do you check online reviews? Is there any other type of review you trust more? 

iii. According to you, which fast food joint has the most delicious burgers in Mar del Plata? 

iv. If you had to recommend a cozy and trendy coffee shop to a 20 year-old, which one would you 

choose? 
 

2. Vocabulary 
 

a. Complete the table below with the correct adjectives. The first letter has already been provided for you. 

b. Add one more adjective below. 

 

ATMOSPHERE SERVICE FOOD AND DRINKS PRICE 

L___________ W___________ T___________ A___________ 

C___________ S___________ O___________ O___________ 

 E___________ B___________  

    

 

3. Specific Language 
 

a. Complete the sentences with suitable expressions for a review. 
 

i. The food was ________________ presented and full of flavor. 

ii. The staff were very  ________________ and made us feel at home. 

iii. One negative aspect was the ________________ prices. 

iv. I would definitely ________________ this place to anyone who likes… 

v. The atmosphere was both ________________ and welcoming. 

 

b. Come up with synonyms for the expressions in bold.  
 

i. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

ii. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

iii. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

iv. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

v. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



4. Organisation 
a. Read the task and look at the five parts below. Number them (1–4) to show the order you would follow 

when writing a restaurant or café review. This will help you plan the structure of your paragraphs. 
 

 

 

____  Comments on the food and drinks 
____  A description of the atmosphere 

____  Summary and recommendation 
____  Comments on the service and staff 
____  Name of the venue. Purpose of the visit 

 
 

5. Analysing an Example 
 

a. Read the example below. Work with a partner to give feedback to the writer on the following criteria: 

content, organisation and language.  

 

 
_______________________________________ 

 
The Café Luna is located near the train station and serves modern food in a relaxed environment. I 
ordered the avocado salad, which was a big disappointment. The vegetables were fresh but the dressing 
tasted industrial. 
 
The price was acceptable, although the menu was very tiny. The waiters were polite and helpful, but 
they forgot to bring us napkins. I was visiting the city for the day and needed somewhere quiet to read 
and have lunch. 
 
I wouldn’t suggest this place to someone looking for something special. The music was very loud and 
didn’t match with the calm decoration. The food came quickly, which is a good point. 
 
In summary, Café Luna is an option if you are hungry and not too worried about details, but it’s not an 
unforgettable place. I enjoy the visit, but I probably won’t come again. 

 

 



6. Writing 
a. Given the Task in (4) write a review in 140-190 words.  

 

 
 

7. Listening 
a. Listen to the news report on Starbucks and say if the statements are True or False.  

 

i. According to the report, Starbucks is a popular brand.  _____ 

ii. Starbucks is trying to improve the overall customer experience to turn things around.  ____ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=206xGiC-IYs












































USEFUL PHRASES – Collaborative Task – SPEAKING Part 3 

STARTING YOUR DISCUSSION 
 

- Shall I start? / Yeah, go on.  
- Shall I go first? / Of course, go ahead.  
- Is it okay if I start? / Sure, no problem. 
- Would you like me to go first?  / Yes, why not? 

EXPRESSING YOUR OPINION 
 

- I believe/think that… 
- In my opinion,… 
- The way I see it,… 
- If you ask me,… 
- I would say that… 
- It seems to me that… 
- In my view… 
- As far as I’m concerned,… 

ASKING FOR YOUR PARTNER’S OPINION 
 

- statement, don’t you think/agree?  
- statement, wouldn’t you say so? 
- statement , wouldn’t you agree? 
- statement, right? 
- Do you think…? 
- Do you believe that…? 
- What do you think about…? Would you agree that…? 
- What’s your take on…? 
- How about…? 
- What about…? 
- What’s your view on…? 

AGREEING WITH YOUR PARTNER 
 

- I (totally) agree with you.  
- You’re dead right. 
- That's (absolutely) true. 
- You’re (absolutely) right.  
- That’s actually a great idea.  
- I couldn’t agree more.  
- Definitely! I see what you mean.  
-  I actually see it that way, too.  
- I think so, too. 
- That’s a good point!  // You have a point there!  

DISAGREEING WITH YOUR PARTNER 
 

- I’m afraid I don’t see it the same way. 
- I’m sorry but I have to disagree with you on this one. 
- You may be right, but I have a different view.   
- That might be true, but I’m not sure I agree with you.  
- I’m sorry, but I don’t agree.  
- I’m afraid I don’t hold the same opinion as you. 
- Probably, but…  //  Maybe, but what about…? 

CHANGING THE SUBJECT 
 

- As for + one of the options… 
- As to + one of the options… 
- In relation to + one of the options… 
- As regards + one of the options… 
- Regarding the question of the task, …  
- With regard to + paraphrased question… 
- Shall we move to + one of the options… 

CONCLUDING THE DISCUSSION 
 

- I believe we have an agreement, don’t we? 
- So, do we have an agreement?  
- Shall we stick to…? 
- Shall we agree on..? 
- OK, so are we both in favour of…? 
- Let’s agree to disagree.  

 

 

 

1. Have a clear discussion, not 2 monologues. 
2. Justify your opinions. 
3. Try to speak about all the options.  
4. Work with your partner.  
5. Address your partner. 
6. Help your partner.  
7. Finish your statements with a question or a 

question tag. 
8. Keep your turn short. 
9. Stick to the topic. 
10. Be polite & smile.  

 







 

 
HOW TO WRITE  

AN ESSAY OUTLINE 

 
Prioritising the creation of an outline before delving into the writing process is a valuable practice, and here are several 
compelling reasons why it enhances the overall essay-writing experience: 
 

1. ORGANISES THOUGHTS. An outline helps you organise your thoughts and ideas before you start writing. It provides 
a clear structure for your essay, making it easier to convey your message coherently. 
 

2. PROVIDES CLARITY AND FOCUS. By outlining your main points and supporting details, you gain clarity on the focus 
of your essay. This ensures that your writing stays on track and doesn't veer off into unrelated or irrelevant areas. 
  

3. SAVES TIME. Investing time in creating an outline can save you time in the long run. It serves as a roadmap, 
preventing you from getting stuck or having to backtrack during the writing process. 
 

4. LOGICAL FLOW. An outline helps you arrange your ideas in a logical order. This logical flow is essential for readers to 
follow your argument or narrative easily. 
 

5. HELPS IDENTIFY GAPS AND WEAKNESSES. As you construct your outline, you may notice gaps in your argument or 
areas that require further research or deeper analysis. This allows you to address these issues before you start writing 
the actual essay. 
 

6. IMPROVES THE OVERALL QUALITY OF YOUR WRITING. Ultimately, an organised and well-thought-out essay 
outline contributes to the overall quality of your writing. It helps you present a more polished and professional piece 
of work. 

 

 
TITLE 

 
 

[Remember that it should be catchy and topic related] 

INTRODUCTION  
 
 
[1st sentence: wide and general scope. 2nd sentence: be more specific introducing 
controlling idea(s). Include your opinion. Thesis statement. Rhetorical question (optional)]. 

BODY PARAGRAPH #1  
 
 
[Topic sentence. Back up information / Examples].  

BODY PARAGRAPH #2  
 
[Topic sentence. Link your BP#2 idea with that presented in BP#1 (optional). Back up 
information / Examples].  

BODY PARAGRAPH #3  
 
[Topic sentence. Link your BP#3 idea with those presented in BP#1 and 2 (optional). Back 
up information / Examples].  

CONCLUSION  
[Rephrase your ideas and wrap up. Restate your opinion. Provide advice/share insights or 
predictions]. 



Student’s Name: ______________________________ 

 
ESSAY OUTLINE 

 
1. Choose one of the tasks and design your outline.  

USEFUL TIP: Although the introduction is the first part of your essay, begin planning the ideas for your 
body paragraphs including the information you have in the task. Leave the planning of the introduction and 
the conclusion for later, once you are sure what it is you will discuss in your essay. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#1 

PROMPT #1:  
 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA:  
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#2 

PROMPT #2:  
 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA:  
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#3 

PROMPT #3:  
 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA:  
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2. Now that you have an idea of how to organise your essay, try to dig deeper into the information you will 
include and phrases you can use.  

 

INTRODUCTION General introduction of the topic 
 
 

Thesis statement 
 
 

Hooking question 
 
 

 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#1 
 

___________________ 

Topic sentence 
 
 

Supporting ideas 
 
 

 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#2 
 

___________________ 

Topic sentence 
 
 

Supporting ideas 
 
 

 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 

#3 
 

___________________ 

Topic sentence 
 
 

Supporting ideas 
 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
 

Summarising your ideas / Restating your point 
 
 

Your opinion 
 
 

Piece of advice / Rhetorical question / Question to the audience 
 
 

 
 
 
 



DO I WANNA KNOW    
 

1. Warm Up Discussion  👥         
a. In pairs, discuss examples of love songs that you’re familiar with. What makes them a hit? What tugs your 

heartstrings? 
 

2. Vocabulary: Activating Background Knowledge / Discovering New Terms 📖 
a. Match the verbs on the left column with their correct definitions on the right column.  

 

1. to crawl  a) to have courage in the face of danger or uncertainty 

2. to pucker up b) to become quiet or calm 

3. to have the guts c) to move along on hands and knees 

4. to simmer down d) to cause to flow, move or fall 

5. to spill e) to press together (clothes/skin/lips) and form small folds 

6. to be on the cusp f) at the point when something is about to change / to be between two states 

 

b. Come up with synonyms (word or phrase) for the following expressions in (a): 
 

i. to crawl: _____________________________________________________________ 

ii. to have the guts: _______________________________________________________ 

iii. to be on the cusp: ______________________________________________________ 

 

c. Choose the correct preposition to complete the phrases or phrasal verbs below.  
Then, write down the meaning of the phrases.  
 

i. To think something ahead / through / back.  
Meaning: to think carefully about the possible results or consequences of doing sth. 
 

ii. To have colour in / on / about your cheeks.  
Meaning: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

iii. To have an ace on / inside / up your sleeve.  
Meaning: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

iv. To be in / on / up so deep.  
Meaning: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

v. To play a tune in / on / over repeat.  
Meaning: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. First Listening: Vibe Check  🎧 
a. How does the song make you feel? 

b. What words come to mind when you hear the music? (moody, hypnotic, cheerful, hopeful, etc.) 

c. What kind of story do you think this song is telling? 
 



4. Second Listening: Mind the Gaps! Complete the lyrics.  🎶 
 

Have you got colour in your cheeks? 

Do you ever get that fear that you can't _____________ (1) 

The type that sticks around like summat in your teeth? 

Are there some aces up your _____________ (2) ? 

Have you no idea that you're in deep? 

I dreamt about you nearly every night this week 

 

How many secrets can you keep? 

'Cause there's this tune I found 

That makes me think of you somehow 

And I play it on repeat 

Until I fall asleep 

Spilling drinks on my _____________ (3) 

 

-     CHORUS     - 

(Do I wanna know) 

If this feeling _____________ (4) both ways? 

(Sad to see you go) 

Was sorta hoping that you'd stay 

(Baby, we both know) 

That the nights were mainly made 

For saying things that you can't say tomorrow _____________ (5) 

 

Crawling back to you 

Ever thought of calling when you've had a few? 

'Cause I always do 

Maybe I'm too busy being yours to fall for somebody new 

Now, I've thought it through 

Crawling back to you 

 

So, have you got the_____________  (6)? 

Been wondering if your heart's still open 

And if so, I wanna know what time it _____________ (7) 

Simmer down and pucker up 

I'm sorry to interrupt, it's just I'm constantly on the _____________ (8) 

Of trying to kiss you 

I don't know if you feel the same as I do 

But we could be together if you wanted to 
 
 
 

5. Language Focus. 🧠 
a. Read the lyrics and identify (highlight/underline)  instances of: 

i. Informal spoken contractions.  

ii. Subject / Verb omission.  
 

6. Speaking. Debate.  🗣 
a. Pair up to discuss the following topic: 



 

b. Student A will argue in favor of expressing one’s feelings, even if rejection is a possibility. 
Student B will argue against it, supporting the idea that staying silent can sometimes be the better choice. 
 

c. Before you begin, complete the table with some useful phrases to help you develop your argument. 

 

Opening your Argument Supporting your Opinion Acknowledging the counter 
argument 

Concluding 

It seems to me that … A clear reason why …  It might be the case that …  All things considered, … 

  Admittedly, … However, …  

    

    

 

 

7. Speaking. Collaborative Task.  🗣 
a. Now I’d like you to talk about something together for about two minutes. 

First, talk to each other about why someone might hesitate to express their feelings in these situations.  

 

 

 
 

 Now, you have a minute to decide which of these situations might be the most difficult to handle.  



 1 

Ray Bradbury 
Marionettes, Inc. 
 
They walked slowly down the street at about ten in the evening, 

talking calmly. They were both about thirty-five, both eminently sober. 
“But why so early?” said Smith. 
“Because,” said Braling. 
“Your first night out in years and you go home at ten o’clock.” 
“Nerves, I suppose.” 
“What I wonder is how you ever managed it. I’ve been trying to get 

you out for ten years for a quiet drink. And now, on the one night, you insist 
on turning in early.” 

“Mustn’t crowd my luck,” said Braling. 
“What did you do, put sleeping powder in your wife’s coffee?” 
“No, that would be unethical. You’ll see soon enough.” 
They turned a corner. “Honestly, Braling, I hate to say this, but you 

have been patient with her. You may not admit it to me, but marriage has 
been awful for you, hasn’t it?” 

“I wouldn’t say that.” 
“It’s got around, anyway, here and there, how she got you to marry 

her. That time back in 1979 when you were going to Rio --  
“Dear Rio. I never did see it after all my plans.” 
“And how she tore her clothes and rumpled her hair and threatened to 

call the police unless you married her.” 
“She always was nervous, Smith, understand.” 
“It was more than unfair. You didn’t love her. You told her as much, 

didn’t you?” 
“I recall that I was quite firm on the subject.” 
“But you married her anyhow.” 
“I had my business to think of, as well as my mother and father. A 

thing like that would have killed them.” 
“And it’s been ten years.” 
“Yes,” said Braling, his gray eyes steady. “But I think perhaps it might 

change now. I think what I’ve waited for has come about. Look here.” He 
drew forth a long blue ticket. 

“Why, it’s a ticket for Rio on the Thursday rocket!” 
“Yes, I’m finally going to make it.” 
“But how wonderful! You do deserve it! But won’t she object? Cause 

trouble?” Braling smiled nervously. “She won’t know I’m gone. I’ll be back 
in a month and no one the wiser, except you. 

Smith sighed. “I wish I were going with you.” 

“Poor Smith, your marriage hasn’t exactly been roses, has it?” 
“Not exactly, married to a woman who overdoes it. I mean, after all, 

when you’ve been married ten years, you don’t expect a woman to sit on 
your lap for two hours every evening, call you at work twelve times a day 
and talk baby talk. And it seems to me that in the last month she’s gotten 
worse. I wonder if perhaps she isn’t just a little simple-minded?” 

“Ah, Smith, always the conservative. Well, here’s my house. Now, 
would you like to know my secret? How I made it out this evening?” 

“Will you really tell?” 
“Look up, there!” said Braling. 
They both stared up through the dark air. 
In the window above them, on the second floor, a shade was raised. A 

man about thirty-five years old, with a touch of gray at either temple, sad 
gray eyes, and a small thin mustache looked down at them. 

“Why, that’s you!” cried Smith. 
“Sh-h-h, not so loud!” Braling waved upward. The man in the window 

gestured significantly and vanished. 
“I must be insane,” said Smith. 
“Hold on a moment.” They waited. 
The street door of the apartment opened and the tall spare gentleman 

with the mustache and the grieved eyes came out to meet them. 
“Hello, Braling,” he said. 
“Hello, Braling,” said Braling. 
They were identical. 
Smith stared. “Is this your twin brother? I never knew –”  
“No, no,” said Braling quietly. “Bend close. Put your ear to Braling 

Two’s chest.” 
Smith hesitated and then leaned forward to place his head against the 

uncomplaining ribs. Tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick. 
“Oh no! It can’t be!” 
“It is.” 
“Let me listen again.” 
Tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick. 
Smith staggered back and fluttered his eyelids, appalled. He reached 

out and touched the warm hands and the cheeks of the thing. 
“Where’d you get him?” 
“Isn’t he excellently fashioned?” 
“Incredible. Where?” 
“Give the man your card, Braling Two.” 
Braling Two did a magic trick and produced a white card: 

MARIONETTES, INC. Duplicate self or friends; new humanoid plastic 1990 
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models, guaranteed against all physical wear. From $7,600 to our $15,000 
de luxe model. 

“No,” said Smith. 
“Yes,” said Braling. 
“Naturally,” said Braling Two. 
“How long has this gone on?” 
“I’ve had him for a month. I keep him in the cellar in a toolbox. My 

wife never goes downstairs, and I have the only lock and key to that box. 
Tonight I said I wished to take a walk to buy a cigar. I went down cellar and 
took Braling Two out of his box and sent him back up to sit with my wife 
while I came on out to see you, Smith.” 

“Wonderful! He even smells like you: Bond Street and Melachrinos!” 
“It may be splitting hairs, but I think it highly ethical. After all, what 

my wife wants most of all is me. This marionette is me to the hairiest 
detail. I’ve been home all evening. I shall be home with her for the next 
month. In the meantime another gentleman will be in Rio after ten years of 
waiting. When I return from Rio, Braling Two here will go back in his box.” 

Smith thought that over a minute or two. “Will he walk around 
without sustenance for a month?” he finally asked. 

“For six months if necessary. And he’s built to do everything—eat, 
sleep, perspire—everything, natural as natural is. You’ll take good care of 
my wife, won’t you, Braling Two?” 

“Your wife is rather nice,” said Braling Two. “I’ve grown rather fond 
of her.” 

Smith was beginning to tremble. “How long has Marionettes, Inc., 
been in business?” 

“Secretly, for two years.” 
“Could I—I mean, is there a possibility——” Smith took his friend’s 

elbow earnestly. “Can you tell me where I can get one, a robot, a 
marionette, for myself? You will give me the address, won’t you?” 

“Here you are.” 
Smith took the card and turned it round and round. “Thank you,” he 

said. “You don’t know what this means. Just a little respite. A night or so, 
once a month even. My wife loves me so much she can’t bear to have me 
gone an hour. I love her dearly, you know, but remember the old poem: 
‘Love will fly if held too lightly, love will die if held too tightly.’ I just want 
her to relax her grip a little bit.” 

“You’re lucky, at least, that your wife loves you. Hate’s my problem. 
Not so easy.” 

“Oh, Nettie loves me madly. It will be my task to make her love me 
comfortably.” 

“Good luck to you, Smith. Do drop around while I’m in Rio. It will 
seem strange, if you suddenly stop calling by, to my wife. You’re to treat 
Braling Two, here, just like me.” 

“Right! Good-by. And thank you.” 
Smith went smiling down the street. Braling and Braling Two turned 

and walked into the apartment hall.  
On the crosstown bus Smith whistled softly, turning the white card in 

his fingers: Clients must be pledged to secrecy, for while an act is pending 
in Congress to legalize Marionettes, Inc., it is still a felony, if caught, to use 
one. 

“Well,” said Smith. 
Clients must have a mold made of their body and a color index check 

of their eyes, lips, hair, skin, etc. Clients must expect to wait for two 
months until their model is finished. 

Not so long, thought Smith. Two months from now my ribs will have a 
chance to mend from the crushing they’ve taken. Two months from now my 
hand will heal from being so constantly held. Two months from now my 
bruised underlip will begin to reshape itself. I don’t mean to sound 
ungrateful... 

He flipped the card over. 
Marionettes, Inc., is two years old and has a fine record of satisfied 

customers behind it. Our motto is “No Strings Attached.” Address: 43 South 
Wesley Drive. 

The bus pulled to his stop; he alighted, and while humming up the 
stairs he thought, Nettie and I have fifteen thousand in our joint bank 
account. I’ll just slip eight thousand out as a business venture, you might 
say. The marionette will probably pay back my money, with interest, in 
many ways. Nettie needn’t know. He unlocked the door and in a minute was 
in the bedroom. There lay Nettie, pale, huge, and piously asleep. 

“Dear Nettie.” He was almost overwhelmed with remorse at her 
innocent face there in the semidarkness. “If you were awake you would 
smother me with kisses and coo in my ear. Really, you make me feel like a 
criminal. You have been such a good, loving wife. Sometimes it is impossible 
for me to believe you married me instead of that Bud Chapman you once 
liked. It seems that in the last month you have loved me more wildly than 
ever before.” 

Tears came to his eyes. Suddenly he wished to kiss her, confess his 
love, tear up the card, forget the whole business. But as he moved to do 
this, his hand ached and his ribs cracked and groaned. He stopped, with a 
pained look in his eyes, and turned away. He moved out into the hall and 
through the dark rooms. 
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Humming, he opened the kidney desk in the library and filched the 
bankbook. “Just take eight thousand dollars is all,” he said. “No more than 
that.” He stopped. “Wait a minute.” 

He rechecked the bankbook frantically. “Hold on here!” he cried. 
“Ten thousand dollars is missing!” He leaped up. “There’s only five thousand 
left! What’s she done? What’s Nettie done with it? More hats, more clothes, 
more perfume! Or, wait – I know! She bought that little house on the Hudson 
she’s been talking about for months, without so much as a by your leave!” 

He stormed into the bedroom, righteous and indignant. What did she 
mean, taking their money like this? He bent over her. “Nettie!” he shouted. 
“Nettie, wake up!” 

She did not stir. “What’ve you done with my money!” he bellowed. 
She stirred fitfully. The light from the street flushed over her 

beautiful 
cheeks. 
There was something about her. His heart throbbed violently. His 

tongue dried. 
He shivered. His knees suddenly turned to water. He collapsed. 

“Nettie, Nettie!” he cried. “What’ve you done with my money!” 
And then, the horrid thought. And then the terror and the loneliness 

engulfed him. And then the fever and disillusionment. For, without desiring 
to do so, he bent forward and yet forward again until his fevered ear was 
resting firmly and irrevocably upon her round pink bosom. “Nettie!” he 
cried. 

Tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick-tick. 
As Smith walked away down the avenue in the night, Braling and 

Braling Two turned in at the door to the apartment. “I’m glad he’ll be happy 
too,” said Braling. 

“Yes,” said Braling Two abstractedly. 
“Well, it’s the cellar box for you, B-Two.” Braling guided the other 

creature’s elbow down the stairs to the cellar. 
“That’s what I want to talk to you about,” said Braling Two, as they 

reached the concrete floor and walked across it. “The cellar. I don’t like it. 
I don’t like that toolbox.” 

“I’ll try and fix up something more comfortable.” 
“Marionettes are made to move, not lie still. How would you like to lie 

in a box most of the time?” 
“Well –  
“You wouldn’t like it at all. I keep running. There’s no way to shut me 

off. I’m perfectly alive and I have feelings.” 

“It’ll only be a few days now. I’ll be off to Rio and you won’t have to 
stay in the box. You can live upstairs.” 

Braling Two gestured irritably. “And when you come back from having 
a good time, back in the box I go.” 

Braling said, “They didn’t tell me at the marionette shop that I’d get 
a difficult specimen.” 

“There’s a lot they don’t know about us,” said Braling Two. “We’re 
pretty new. And we’re sensitive. I hate the idea of you going off and 
laughing and lying in the sun in Rio while we’re stuck here in the cold.” 

“But I’ve wanted that trip all my life,” said Braling quietly. He 
squinted his eyes and could see the sea and the mountains and the yellow 
sand. The sound of the waves was good to his inward mind. The sun was fine 
on his bared shoulders. The wine was most excellent. 

“I’ll never get to go to Rio,” said the other man. “Have you thought of 
that?” 

“No, I –  
“And another thing. Your wife.” 
“What about her?” asked Braling, beginning to edge toward the door. 
“I’ve grown quite fond of her.” 
“I’m glad you’re enjoying your employment.” Braling licked his lips 

nervously. 
“I’m afraid you don’t understand. I think—I’m in love with her.” 
Braling took another step and froze. “You’re what?” 
“And I’ve been thinking,” said Braling Two, “how nice it is in Rio and 

how I’ll never get there, and I’ve thought about your wife and—I think we 
could be very happy.” 

“T-that’s nice.” Braling strolled as casually as he could to the cellar 
door. 

“You won’t mind waiting a moment, will you? I have to make a phone 
call.” 

“To whom?” Braling Two frowned. 
“No one important.” 
“To Marionettes, Incorporated? To tell them to come get me?” 
“No, no—nothing like that!” He tried to rush out the door. A metal-

firm grip seized his wrists. “Don’t run!” 
“Take your hands off!” 
“No.” 
“Did my wife put you up to this?” 
“No.” 
“Did she guess? Did she talk to you? Does she know? Is that it?” He 

screamed. A hand clapped over his mouth. 



 4 

“You’ll never know, will you?” Braling Two smiled delicately. “You’ll 
never know.” 

Braling struggled. “She must have guessed; she must have affected 
you!” 

Braling Two said, “I’m going to put you in the box, lock it, and lose 
the key. Then I’ll buy another Rio ticket for your wife.” 

“Now, now, wait a minute. Hold on. Don’t be rash. Let’s talk this 
over!” 

“Good-by, Braling.” 
Braling stiffened. “What do you mean, ‘good-by’?” 
Ten minutes later Mrs. Braling awoke. She put her hand to her cheek. 

Someone had just kissed it. She shivered and looked up. “Why – you haven’t 
done that in years,” she murmured. 

“We’ll see what we can do about that,” someone said. 

 
  


