
Test 3 

WRITING 

WRITING TASK 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The chart below gives information about how families in one country spent 

their weekly income in 1968 and in 2018. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and 

make comparisons where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 

1968 and 2018: average weekly spending by families 

■ 1968 □ 2018

Food 

Housing 

Fuel and power 

Clothing and footware 
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WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Some people believe that professionals, such as doctors and engineers, 

should be required to work in the country where they did their training. Others 

believe they should be free to work in another country if they wish. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 

➔ 1 � p. 135 1 73
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WRITING 

WRITING TASK 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph below shows the number of shops that closed and the number of 

new shops that opened in one country between 2011 and 2018. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and 

make comparisons where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 

Number of shop closures and openings 2011-2018 

_.,. • ...,.._ Closures - - - Openings

9,000 -----------------------------�

8,000 ---1--'\----------------------------------l

1,000 ----------------- -- ------------------1

0--------------....-------------------. 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
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Test4 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Nowadays, a growing number of people with health problems are trying 

alternative medicines and treatments instead of visiting their usual doctor. 

Do you think this is a positive or a negative development? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 

94 
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 1 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.5 score. 

1he. chart de.£aibe.f> the. data about familie.f> we.e.kl'f npe.nditure. prof>pe.df> in 1qvi and in '2-0IS. 

1he. mof>t f>ignificant f>pe.nt rate. if> on food with a "35% ratio in the. '{e.ar t%,S. Houf>ing and clothing 
come. ne.it with the. flame. prof>pe.d of to% of the. we.e.kl'{ income.. t-ipe.nditure. on \e.if>ure., tranf>port, 
pe.rMna\ goodf> and houf>e.hold goodf> are. a\mof>t flame. pe.rce.ntage., the. forme.r one. if> f>lightl'{ more.. 
Laf>tl'{ , f>pe.nt rate.fl on fue.\ and the. othe.rn are. re.corded the. \e.af>t with a (p% in the. 'fe.ar of 1q(pg_ 

Turning to '2-0tS, food e.ipe.nditure. of familie.f> had dropped dramatical\'{ to a pe.rce.ntage. be.twe-e.n 
15 to '2-0. On the. othe.r hand, houf>ing f>pe.nt had rif>e.d f>ignificantl'{ with an a\mof>t 1.0% f>lightl'{ more. 
than food npe.nditure.f>. 1he. mof>t crucial rifle. waf> re.corded on \e.if>ure. f>pe.nt rate.fl. It had f>oare.d 
abut to% in 50 'fe.arn. Tranf>portation npe.diture.f> come.fl afte.r and followed b'f Houf>e.hold goodf> and 
the. othe. cate.gorie.f> re.f>pe.tive.l'f . Laf>t thre.e. had re.maine.d the. \e.af>t juf>t af> in 1qtpg which if> fuel and 
powe.r, clothing and footware. and pe.rnona\ goodf>. 

Ove.rall, we.e.kl'{ e.ipe.nditure. ave.rage.fl of familie.f> had dramatical\'{ changed ove.r 50 'fe.arf>. 'Some. 
f>pe.nt rate.fl had re.maine.d the. flame. whe.re.af> f>ome. of the. a\te.rationf> are. quite. noticab\e.. 
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Sample Writing answers 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

134 

This response clearly presents the data from the bar graph. The candidate presents 

all the data for 1968 first and then the data for 2018. There is an overview in the 

final sentence, but it should summarise the main changes from the bar chart 

rather than just saying that expenditure 'had ... changed'. Information is arranged 

coherently into four paragraphs, and there is clear overall progression. A range 

of cohesive devices is used [Turning to 2018 I followed by I whereas] with an 

awareness of referencing [former one I the othe categories I Last three]. 

There are some less common examples of vocabulary [dropped dramatically to I 

rised significantly I soared]. Errors remain [spent rates I expenditure I housing 

spent I housing costs] but do not impede communication. Similarly, grammatical 

structures include some complex forms [had dropped ... to] and sentences with 

multiple clauses; however, there are errors, including inconsistent use of articles 

and with past tenses. 

To improve the response, a summary of the main trends from the bar chart is 

needed in the overview; for example, the candidate could say that there has been 

a significant decrease in spending on food over the 50-year period, but the cost of 

leisure, housing and transport has significantly increased. 
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 2 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.5 score. 

A5 the. number of profo55iona\5 wor\::\::in9 abroad incre.a5e.5, it i5 often di5GU55e.d whe.the.r the.'{ 
5hou\d Mai where. he.'{ did their training$ or the.'{ 5hou\d be. free. to move. to another wuntr'{ if the.'{
de.5ire.d to. While. I be.\ie.ve. the.at a pe.rnon 5hou\d be. free. to migrate., I agree. that it ha5 negative. 
e.ffod5 on the. wuntr'{ of training. 

On the. one. hand, profo55iona\5 who de.cide. to wor\:: abroad are. 5e.e.\::ing for a diffore-nt lifoM'{\e. and 
care.er opportunitie.5. The.re.fore., the.'{ 5hou\d be. a\\owe.d to improve. their \ive.5 out5ide. the. \imitation5 
of their wuntr'{ of origin. for e.¥-ample., whi\5t in 'Spain re.5ide.nt5 in a ho5pital do not have. hand5-on 
e.ipe.rie-nce. due. to 5afot'{ me.a5ure.5, in othe.r wuntrie.5 5uch a5 /\rge-ntina, re.5ide-nt5 adua\\'{ pradice.
their 5\::i\15 with patie.nt5. Be.5ide.f>, wltura\ e.ichange.5 have. proven to incre.a5e. e.fficie.nG'{, 5ince.
diffore-nt nationalitie.5 me.an diffe.re-nt be.\ie.ve.5 and the. introduction of ne.w me.thod5.

On the. other hand, when profo5f>ional5 le.ave. the. wuntr'{ where. the.'{ trained, wuntrie.5 are. 
damaged 5ociall'{ and e-conomical\'{. In wuntrie.5 where. the. gove.rnme-nt provide.5 free. e.ducation 
and healthcare., man'{ people. thin\:: that the. population 5hou\d wmpe-n5ate. the. wuntr'{ with their 
5\::i\15 and abi\itie.5. f"urthe.rmore., a5 a 5tudi fo 'South Nrican e.migration ha5 pointed out when 
a profo55iona\ \e.a5e. the. wuntr'{ it re.5u\t5 in the. \055 of 10 un5\::i\le.djob5. The.re.fore. it affe.d the. 
e.conomi and the. wmmunit'{.

Ta\::ing e.ve.r'{thing into aGGount, it can be. 5aid that miving out from the. wuntr'{ of training 5hou\d 
not be. ta\::e.n light\'{, given the. adve.r5e. e.ffe.d5 on the. population. Howe.ve.r, I firm\'/ be.\ie.ve. that 
wme.one.'5 profe.55iona\ de.ve.lopme.nt 5hou\d not de.pend on their wuntr'{ of origin and profos5iona\5 
5hould be. allowed to loo\:: for be.tte.r opportunitie.5 ove.rne.a5. 
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Sample Writing answers 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

136 

This response addresses both parts of the question. Both views are considered 

and an opinion is given. For a higher rating, fuller coverage on the first point, the 

requirement to 'work in the country where they did their training' could be included. 

Organisation is logical and there is clear progression thorough the four paragraphs. 

The range of vocabulary is good with examples of higher-level items [hands-on 

experience I compensate I better opportunities overseas], but there are a number 

of errors [theat I that I believes I beliefs I /ease/ leaves I miving I moving]. Similarly, 

the range of grammatical structures is reasonable, but the level of error means the 

Band Score cannot be higher than 6.5. 
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TEST 4, WRITING TASK 1 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.5 score. 

The- line- gr.ap\i f>nowf> tre-ndf> in f>nop dof>ure-f> .and ope-ningf> of new f>nopf> in .a p.artiw\.ar wuntr-.i 
be-tween t\ie- ie-.arf> 2-011 .and 2-0IS. 

In 2-011 .approiim.ate-li ti,,400 5\iopf> dof>e-d. The- number of dowre-5 f\udu.ate-d over t\ie- ne-1-t four 
ie-.arn until 2-015, w\ie-n t\ie-re- w.af> .a dramatic. fall in dowre-f> to roug\ili loo 5\iopf>. The- following ie-.ar 
t\ie- number of f>nopf> dof>ing t\ie-ir doorf> rof>e- f>n.arpli, re-.ac.\iing over 5,ooo. The- figure-f> remained 
f>te-.adi for t\ie- ne-1-t two ie-.arn, wit\i juf>t over 5,ooo dowre-5 in 2-0IS. 

The- number of new f>nopf> opening de-c.re-.af>e-d dr.am.atic..alli be-twe-e-n 2-011 (.approiim.ate-li S,500) .and 
2-012- Uuf>t under 4,ooo) but re-bounded bi roug\ili 50% bi 2-014. In 2-015, t\ie- number of ope-ningf> 
t\ie-n foll to t\ie- 2-012- le-ve-1, but remained f>t.able- for t\ie- ne-1-t two ie-2lrf>. The- l.af>t re-c.orde-d ie-.ar, 2-0IS, 
f>.aw .a furt\ie-r fall to 1,000 new ope-ningf>, t\ie. lowe.f>t point in tnif> f>e-ve-n ie-.ar period. 

Over.all, t\ie, number of 5\iop dosure-s Ii.as remained wit\iin t\ie- 5,ooo to 1,000 range- (wit\i t\ie­
e.ic.e-ption of 2-015). In wntr.af>t, new f>nop ope.ningf> Ii.ave- s\iown .a wider range- of figure-5, but 
ge-ne-r.alli indic..ate- .a downward trend over t\ie- same- period. 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

This is a strong response which provides a clear overview in the final paragraph. 

Data is presented and key features are highlighted appropriately. Closures are 

dealt with first, and the details are clearly presented, including the [dramatic fain 

key feature. Shop openings are dealt with separately, in similar detail. Key peaks 

and low points are appropriately flagged. 

For the highest task score, there could be more detail provided during the periods 

of[fluctuation] between 2011 to 2014 and 2016 to 2018. 

Ideas are logically organised, taking each line on the graph in turn, and 

paragraphing is used appropriately, apart from the single sentence first paragraph. 

Cohesion is well managed. 

The range of vocabulary is wide, with some skilful use [rebounded by roughly I 

further fall I exception of]. The grammar includes a variety of complex structures, 

with numerous long sentences containing a number of clauses. This is a good 

example of a higher-level response to this Task 1 question. 
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Sample Writing answers 

TEST 4, WRITING TASK 2 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.0 score. 

'$ince- ancient timer, people- tried to treat the-mr,e-lve-r, bi he-rbalf> and another natural productr,_ In 
the,r,e, daif> thin tipe- of treatment if> named af> alternative- medicine-. Nowadaif>, more- and more 
people with r,ome dinear,er, decide- to ur,e alternative mediciner, inr,tead of claf>f>ic medicine. In thin 
ef>f>ai I will t� to dif>Wf>f> pror, and conf>. 

In mi opinion, the dinadvanta9er, outweigh the advanta9e-r, of ur,in9 traditional medicine. Toe firf>t 
re.awn if> that nobodi knowr, how thin treatment will affect to a perMn' f> health. There are a lot of 
caf>e-5 when Uf>in9 different he-rbalf> caur,ed allergic re-action and r,ome people- dead. Toe ne�t re.anon 
if> that people who do not have ani medical education t� alternative me-diciner,_ Toe-i do not know 
what the rer,ult will be- and hope- that it will be por,itive but not alwaif> if> like that. 

Although there- are a lot of dif>advanta9er,, advanta9er, might make- people not 90 to unual doctor. 
Toe firnt and the- main pro if> that ur,in9 herbalf> doer, not cauf>e environmental problemr, wch af> air 
pollution or 9an waf>te. Mani pharmaceutical plantr, ur,e chemicalf> which have harmful affect on the 
environment. Toe- other re.anon if> that alternative- me-dicine-r, are unualli much cheaper than unual 
treatment af> iOU do not have to 90 to pharmaci and bui n,pe,nr,ive- dru9r,. 

To r,um it up, the alternative treatment will be- forever becauf>e it haf> Mme- advanta9er, whic.h mani 
people think that thei can outweigh the- dinadvanta9e-r, but I do not think f>O. Toe conventional 
medicine which developr, rocketli will drive out other tiper, of treatment in the future-. 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

138 

The response addresses both sides of the question and the candidate states 

their position in the second paragraph. The disadvantages presented include not 

knowing if the treatments will work, possible allergic reactions and the dangers 

of untrained practitioners. The advantages include remedies being kinder to the 

environment and usually cheaper. 

Ideas are arranged coherently with a range of cohesive devices, although 

organisation is sometimes mechanical due to the high number of linking devices. 

There is evidence of referencing [chemicals which Ii� with some error [that they 

can outweigh I outweigh]. 

Vocabulary is used adequately and there are some good examples used [allergic 

reaction I pharmaceutical plants I conventional medicine]; however, some errors 

remain [dead I die I rocketly I very quickly]. Grammatical structures include some 

sentences with multiple clauses [which have I as you]. However, there are errors 

[not always is like that I it is not always] and most sentences are short and simple. 
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